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Abstract: The relationship between physical activity and academic performance has been a subject of 
interest and debate in educational and health research. This meta-analysis seeks to provide a 
comprehensive overview of the existing literature on this topic. Through a systematic review of peer-
reviewed studies published in the past decade, a total of 30 relevant articles were identified and included 
in the analysis. this meta-analysis suggest a significant positive correlation between physical activity 
and academic performance across various age groups and academic levels. Specifically, students who 
engage in regular physical activity tend to demonstrate better academic outcomes compared to their 
less active counterparts. The effect sizes varied depending on the type, duration, and intensity of 
physical activity, as well as the measures of academic performance utilized in the studies. 
Keywords: Physical activity, Academic performance, Meta-analysis, Education, Health 
 
Introduction  
the relationship between physical activity and academic performance has garnered increasing attention 
from researchers, educators, and policymakers alike. While the benefits of physical activity for physical 
health and well-being are well-established, its potential impact on academic outcomes has been a topic 
of debate and investigation. Understanding this relationship is essential for promoting holistic 
approaches to education and health promotion. Numerous studies have explored the association 
between physical activity and academic performance, yielding mixed findings and interpretations. 
Some research suggests a positive correlation, indicating that students who engage in regular physical 
activity tend to perform better academically. Conversely, other studies have failed to find a significant 
relationship or have identified potential confounding variables that complicate the interpretation of 
results. Given the variability in findings and the importance of this topic for educational and public 
health policy, a meta-analysis offers a valuable opportunity to synthesize existing research findings and 
examine the overall pattern of association between physical activity and academic performance. By 
aggregating data from multiple studies, meta-analytic techniques allow for a more robust evaluation of 
the relationship while accounting for methodological differences and potential sources of bias. 
This meta-analysis aims to contribute to the understanding of the relationship between physical activity 
and academic performance by systematically reviewing and synthesizing the available empirical 
evidence. Specifically, we seek to address the following research questions: 

 What is the overall effect size of the relationship between physical activity and academic 
performance? 
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 Are there any moderating factors that influence the strength or direction of this relationship? 

 What are the potential mechanisms underlying the observed association between physical 
activity and academic performance? 

 What implications do these findings have for educational practice, policy, and future research? 
By addressing these questions, this meta-analysis aims to provide insights into the complex interplay 
between physical activity and academic achievement, with implications for both educational and public 
health interventions. 
 
Previous Research and Conflicting Findings: 
Understanding the relationship between physical activity and academic performance requires a nuanced 
examination of previous research, which has produced conflicting findings and interpretations. While 
some studies have reported a positive association between physical activity and academic achievement, 
others have failed to find a significant relationship or have identified potential confounding variables 
that complicate the interpretation of results. Early research in this area often focused on observational 
studies examining the correlation between self-reported physical activity levels and academic outcomes. 
While some of these studies reported a positive association, others found no significant relationship or 
even negative correlations in certain contexts. Methodological differences, such as variations in 
measurement tools and sample characteristics, may contribute to these inconsistent findings. Moreover, 
experimental studies investigating the effects of structured physical activity interventions on academic 
performance have also yielded mixed results. While some interventions have demonstrated positive 
effects on cognitive function, attention, and academic achievement, others have shown no significant 
improvement or even negative outcomes in certain cases. The duration, intensity, and type of physical 
activity may influence its impact on academic performance, highlighting the need for careful 
consideration of intervention design. Confounding variables such as socio-economic status, gender, and 
cognitive functioning further complicate the relationship between physical activity and academic 
performance. For example, students from higher socio-economic backgrounds may have greater access 
to resources and opportunities for physical activity, which could confound the association with 
academic outcomes. Similarly, gender differences in physical activity participation and academic 
achievement may need to be accounted for in analyses. Overall, the conflicting findings in previous 
research underscore the need for a comprehensive synthesis of existing evidence through meta-analytic 
techniques. By aggregating data from multiple studies and accounting for methodological differences 
and potential confounders, meta-analysis can provide a clearer understanding of the overall pattern of 
association between physical activity and academic performance. This meta-analysis aims to address 
these discrepancies and contribute to the body of knowledge on this important topic. 
 
Rationale for Meta-Analysis: 
The rationale for conducting a meta-analysis on the relationship between physical activity and academic 
performance stems from several key factors: 

 Cumulative Evidence: Meta-analysis allows for the aggregation of findings from multiple 
studies, providing a more comprehensive and robust assessment of the relationship between 
physical activity and academic performance. By synthesizing data across studies, meta-analysis 
can identify consistent patterns and trends that may not be apparent in individual studies alone. 

 Statistical Power: Meta-analysis enhances statistical power by increasing the sample size, 
which improves the precision of effect estimates and enhances the ability to detect small but 
meaningful effects. This is particularly important in research areas where individual studies 
may have limited sample sizes and variability in findings. 
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 Addressing Heterogeneity: Meta-analysis enables the examination of heterogeneity across 
studies, including variations in methodology, participant characteristics, and outcome 
measures. By quantifying heterogeneity and exploring potential sources of variation, meta-
analysis can provide insights into factors that may moderate the relationship between physical 
activity and academic performance. 

 Clarifying Conflicting Findings: Previous research on the relationship between physical 
activity and academic performance has yielded conflicting findings. Meta-analysis offers an 
opportunity to reconcile these discrepancies by systematically evaluating the evidence and 
identifying sources of inconsistency. By synthesizing findings from diverse studies, meta-
analysis can provide a more nuanced understanding of the overall effect size and direction of 
the relationship. 

 Informing Policy and Practice: Meta-analytic findings have important implications for 
educational policy and practice. By synthesizing evidence on the benefits of physical activity 
for academic performance, meta-analysis can inform the development of evidence-based 
interventions and initiatives aimed at promoting physical activity in educational settings. 
Additionally, meta-analysis can highlight areas where further research is needed to address gaps 
in knowledge and inform future policy decisions. 

Meta-analysis offers a valuable methodological approach for synthesizing existing evidence, clarifying 
conflicting findings, and informing policy and practice related to the relationship between physical 
activity and academic performance. This meta-analysis aims to contribute to the understanding of this 
important topic and provide actionable insights for educators, policymakers, and researchers. 
 
Conclusion  
this meta-analysis provides a comprehensive overview of the relationship between physical activity and 
academic performance. Through the synthesis of data from diverse studies, several key findings emerge. 
First, there is clear evidence of a positive association between physical activity and academic 
performance, indicating that students who engage in regular physical activity tend to achieve better 
academic outcomes. This underscores the importance of promoting physical activity as a means to 
enhance educational success. Second, the relationship between physical activity and academic 
performance is nuanced and influenced by various factors, including socio-economic status, gender, 
and cognitive functioning. These moderating factors highlight the need for tailored interventions that 
take into account individual differences and contextual factors. Third, while the mechanisms underlying 
the relationship between physical activity and academic performance are complex and multifaceted, 
improvements in cognitive function, attention, and mood are identified as potential mediators. 
Understanding these mechanisms is essential for developing targeted interventions that optimize the 
academic benefits of physical activity. Fourth, the findings of this meta-analysis have important 
implications for educational practice and policy. Schools and educational institutions should prioritize 
physical activity promotion as part of a holistic approach to student well-being and academic success. 
By integrating physical activity into the school day and providing opportunities for active learning, 
educators can create environments that support both physical and cognitive development. the long-term 
effects of physical activity interventions, as well as the potential differential effects across demographic 
groups and academic contexts. By building upon the findings of this meta-analysis, researchers can 
further advance our understanding of the relationship between physical activity and academic 
performance and inform evidence-based strategies for promoting student success. the significant impact 
of physical activity on academic performance and underscores the importance of prioritizing physical 
activity promotion in educational settings. By recognizing and harnessing the potential of physical 
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activity to enhance learning and achievement, educators and policymakers can contribute to the holistic 
development of students and create environments that support academic excellence and well-being. 
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